way Police Department, is in serious but

A nearby Timberville police officer scenes.
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Jo Anne St. Clair picks up trash around her apartment on Rock Street on Tuesday. She was dubbed the “Trash Queen of Southside
Columbus” before she moved to Virginia when she retired.

Green Is The New Black
Environmentalist Groups
Swap Consumerist Tradition
For Eco-Friendly ‘Green Friday’
By KATHLEEN SHAW
Daily News-Record

A-listers such as Angelina Jolie and Elton
John are among a collection of celebrities
honored with royal titles granted for charity
work and contributions to the ﬁne arts, but
there is one activist in Harrisonburg with
her own royal honors.
With a spunky, star-studded picker to
prove it, Jo Anne St. Clair proudly wears
the title of Trash Queen for her lifelong dedication to environmental activism and litter
pick-up.
Before moving to Harrisonburg, St. Clair
lived in Columbus, Ohio, where she spent
over 15 years organizing and participating in
trash clean ups, so the community improvement program Keep Columbus Beautiful

See GREEN, Page A2
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Jossi Diaz (left) and Mackenzie Jenkins, both of Harrisonburg, pick up trash from
Blacks Run in 2018.
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LotteryNumbers

Tuesday

Due to an early
press time, Tuesday lottery
numbers were not available.

Monday
Virginia Night Drawing:
Pick 3: 7-1-6
Pick 4: 6-3-2-2
Cash 5: 3-19-28-33-40
Mega Millions: 26-33-45-61-68
Mega Ball: 17
Unofficial results from Virginia
Lottery and wvlottery.com. In
Harrisonburg, Virginia results
can be verified by calling
540-433-7979.

TheMarkets

Tuesday

Due to an early
press time, Tuesday market
numbers were not available.

ThisDayInHistory

Green

Thanksgiving

VDOT
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crowned St. Clair as the Trash
Queen of Southside Columbus.
As chair of Climate Action Alliance of the Valley (CAAV), St.
Clair continues to expand and
educate environmental initiatives in the Shenandoah Valley. On Friday, Harrisonburg
is invited to clean the streets
alongside St. Clair for Green
Friday, an eco-friendly twist
on a consumerist tradition.
Rather than spending the
Friday after Thanksgiving lining outside a big-box retailer
tussling with customers for the
hottest deals, CAAV and Earth
Day Every Day of Harrisonburg
VA (EDED) are co-hosting Harrisonburg’s first Green Friday.
St. Clair said the practice
of picking up trash along the
street was ingrained in her from
a young age, but her years collecting trash in Columbus
taught her the greater value
in encouraging others to pick
up trash.
“When people see that an
area is trashy, they’re like, ‘Oh,
well people don’t really care
about this neighborhood or this
community,’” she said. “When
they see it’s not trashy, it’s like,
‘Oh, well maybe I shouldn’t drop
this chewing gum wrapper or
throw away my cup from McDonalds.’ ... People started taking more care of their neighborhood.”
EDED member Andy Sams
proposed the idea for Harrisonburg’s first Green Friday after
producing a “One Minute for
Earth” short film and music
video for the organization as a
creative and interactive way to
get out and support the downtown district.
Karen Lee is a committee
member of CAAV and leadership team member for EDED
and said Green Friday was inspired by the cancellation of this
year’s Blacks Run and Downtown Clean Up Day and the
desire to share in community
building alongside neighbors.
“Let’s spiff up for Small
Business Saturday. … Of course
you want to help your neighbors
because your neighbors own
those places and work there,”
Lee said. “We especially want
to support local businesses because, from the environmental
standpoint, you’re not expending the fossil fuel you would for
transportation of items, and
also you’re more sure of their
safety [practices].”
Harrisonburg Public Works
is donating clean-up supplies,
signage and safety vests to volunteers for the event.
Each year, the department

ON NOV. 25:
Today’s Highlight, In
2002, President George W.
Bush signed legislation creating the Department of
Homeland Security, and appointed Tom Ridge to be its
head.
In 1783, the British evacuated New York during the
Revolutionary War.
In 1915, a new version of
the Ku Klux Klan, targeting
blacks, Jews, Catholics and
immigrants, was founded by
William Joseph Simmons.
In 1947, movie studio
executives meeting in New
York agreed to blacklist the
“Hollywood Ten” who’d
been cited for contempt of
Congress the day before.
In 1961, the first nuclear-powered aircraft carrier,
USS Enterprise, was commissioned.
In 1963, the body of
President John F. Kennedy
was laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery; his
widow, Jacqueline, lighted
an “eternal flame” at the
gravesite.
In 1986, the Iran-Contra
affair erupted as President
Ronald Reagan and Attorney General Edwin Meese
revealed that profits from
secret arms sales to Iran had
been diverted to Nicaraguan
rebels.
In 1999, Elian Gonzalez,
a 5-year-old Cuban boy, was
rescued by a pair of sport
fishermen off the coast of
Florida, setting off an international
custody
November
25, battle.
2020 7:21 am (GMT -5:00)
In 2001, as the war in Af-
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Jo Anne St. Clair poses for a photo outside her apartment on Rock
Street on Tuesday. “When people see that an area is trashy, they’re
like, ‘Oh, well people don’t really care about this neighborhood or
this community,’” she says. “When they see it’s not trashy, it’s like,
‘Oh, well maybe I shouldn’t drop this chewing gum wrapper or
throw away my cup from McDonald’s.’ ... People started taking more
care of their neighborhood.”
hosts a Blacks Run and Downtown Clean Up Day on Arbor
Day and relies on Adopt-AStream and Adopt-A-Street
programs to reduce pollution. Support service manager
Harsit Patel said the COVID-19
pandemic was responsible for
the cancellation of this year’s
Clean Up Day and scaled back
the street and stream adoption
programs, so the department
has relied on its street sweeping program to curb pollution.
“The tonnages we collect in
Adopt-A-Street programs and
Blacks Run Clean Up every
year has been fairly consistent.
Blacks Run’s clean up averages
two or three tons every year,”
Patel said. “The need is there.”
St. Clair said litter on side
streets are likely leftovers from
thoughtless drivers, which is a
harder challenge to eliminate
than pedestrian trash, but
she’s optimistic that spreading
awareness of clean-up campaigns will win over time.
“People are driving and
throw whatever they’re getting
rid of out the car. Eventually,
maybe people will quit doing
that, but until they do, this is
a way to get people’s attention
and encourage them not to discard trash,” she said.
Whether walking to the post
office or store, St. Clair normally finds a piece of rubbish
or two for trash collection, but
she has been out of commission
for the past few months. Back
in September, she broke her ankle in three places and went to
a rehabilitation center for 22
days to heal.
St. Clair said Green Friday
will be the Trash Queen’s “first
soiree back,” but she hopes the
event continues as an annual or
biannual event.
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“It’s something people can
do as a group while they are socially distancing or with their
family, and I think it’s a good
experience for people,” St. Clair
said. “It helps build a little bit
of camaraderie, too. We’re all in
this together.”
Lee said each group of volunteers will receive a white bag
for recycling, an orange bag for
trash and a map outlining certain areas within walking distance around downtown in need
of trash pick up, such as Blacks
Run and alongside the railroad
tracks, so people can spread out
and altogether tackle a wider
area.
Groups can stay out and
clean for as long as they like,
but Lee said volunteers can return with their gathered trash
at 3 p.m. and find out if they’ve
won a prize.
Prizes will be awarded by
random number selection and
include $10 gift cards to Bring
Your Own, a zero-waste shop in
Agora Downtown Market, and
eco-friendly toothbrushes.
Ryan Woolsey, a friend of St.
Clair, is also sewing green face
masks for the occasion to hand
out for free.
There is no pre-registration
or fee to participate in Green
Friday.
Interested parties can meet
members of CAAV and EDED
at a table outside Pale Fire
Brewing Company at 217 N.
Liberty St. from 1 to 3 p.m. on
Friday to be entered for the
prize giveaways, gather clean
up supplies and embark on a
green note to end the holiday
week.
Contact Kathleen Shaw at 574-6274
or kshaw@dnronline.com. Follow
Kathleen on Twitter @shawkareport

have long resisted them. The nation’s top health

Harrisonb
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The Staunton District includes 11
ties, including Rockingham, Augusta
and Shenandoah.
VDOT has 56,000 tons of salt, 12
gallons of liquid calcium chloride and
tons of abrasives on hand in the Sta
District, according to a VDOT press re
“We’re always preparing for the
and hoping for the best,” Slack said.
Liquid calcium chloride, combined
salt, is used to melt ice and can do it
eight times as effective compared t
alone in below freezing temperature
cording to Peters Chemical Company,
melting supply company.
Slack said acquiring these materia
yearlong affair.
“We make sure we’re full going in
winter time and it’s not something we d
in October and November,” Slack said
are ordering supplies all year long to
sure we have our salt domes and st
barns full because you never know
December is going to bring or March
ing to bring.”
VDOT has 199 pieces of vehicle
equipment, the bulk of which are
trucks, motor graders, front-end loader
snowblowers, according to Slack.
“The real workforce of the fleet
dump truck” equipped with plows and
he said.
More pieces of VDOT equipment, 22
dedicated solely to keeping I-81 clea
safe, according to the release.
Another contingent of service vehi
contractors, who bring with them 562
of equipment.
When the snow and sleet hits, VDO
oritizes clearing infrastructure with
traffic such as interstates, like Inter
81, and primary and secondary roads
emergency and public facilities and r
with high-traffic congestion.
Over two-thirds of snow-related d
occur in vehicles, according to VDOT
And Slack said the winter weather
ation preparation is key to ensuring
of travelers when the situation on Vi
roadways can change quickly.
“Notoriously, in this part of the co
[the difference of] a couple of degrees m
does it rain or is it a couple feet of s
Slack said.

Contact Ian Munro at 574-6278 or imunro
dnronline.com. Follow Ian on Twitter @iamIan

Turkeys
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two weeks ago, the tournament proved
one to remember as the existing don
record was a thing of the past.
“We had 67 participants in the eve
this beautiful day for golf,” said Brett
bray, gold operations manager at the r
“I’m happy to announce that we brok
donation record of 53 with over 100 tu
given to EAUS.”
Mowbray said the Turkey Bowl gol
nament started eight years ago. To b
festive flare, players who participate
tournament have to donate a turkey a
of their entry fee.
“All turkeys collected are donat
EAUS each year,” he said.
Poweredsaid
by TECNAVIA
Mowbray
he got the idea fo
Turkey Bowl after participating in a

