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By PETE DELEA
Daily News-Record

A Rockingham County sheriff ’s deputy, 
who was working part-time for the Broad-
way Police Department, is in serious but 

stable condition after being shot four times 
during a traffi c stop early Tuesday morn-
ing.

Sheriff Bryan Hutcheson said the dep-
uty, whose name hasn’t been released, 
stopped a 2001 BMW near the intersec-
tion of Daphna and Brethren roads at about 
1:30 a.m.

As the deputy approached, Hutcheson 
said, the driver immediately opened fi re 
with a handgun and then fl ed the scene.

A nearby Timberville police officer 

started to pursue the car.
At one point, Hutcheson said, the car 

slowed and let a passenger out before con-
tinuing the attempt to outrun police on 
Lacey Spring Road.

Another deputy joined the chase, which 
turned onto southbound North Valley Pike.

In the 8000 block, Hutcheson said, the 
driver shot himself and the vehicle crashed 
into a grassy area.

Rescue personnel responded to both 
scenes.

The deputy and suspect, whose name 
has not been released, were taken to Sen-
tara RMH Medical Center and fl own to the 
University of Virginia Medical Center in 
Charlottesville.

The suspect died.
The Virginia State Police is leading the 

investigation.

Contact Pete DeLea at 574-6267 
or pdelea@dnronline.com. Follow 

Pete on Twitter @pdelea_DNR

By IAN MUNRO
Daily News-Record

The budget for the Virginia De-
partment of Transportation Staunton 
District’s winter operations is higher 
this season than last, according to Ken 
Slack, VDOT spokesman.

This year, the Staunton District has 
been allocated $15 million of the state-
wide $211 million budget, slightly up 
from last year’s $14 million, Slack said.

“The [budget] estimate that we put 
together each year is based on a for-
mula,” he said. “We try to look at long-
term forecasting, but that’s tough to 
do.”

VDOT Budget 
For Winter 
Operations 
Increases

By KATHLEEN SHAW
Daily News-Record

A-listers such as Angelina Jolie and Elton 
John are among a collection of celebrities 
honored with royal titles granted for charity 
work and contributions to the fi ne arts, but 
there is one activist in Harrisonburg with 
her own royal honors.

With a spunky, star-studded picker to 
prove it, Jo Anne St. Clair proudly wears 
the title of Trash Queen for her lifelong ded-
ication to environmental activism and litter 
pick-up.

Before moving to Harrisonburg, St. Clair 
lived in Columbus, Ohio, where she spent 
over 15 years organizing and participating in 
trash clean ups, so the community improve-
ment program Keep Columbus Beautiful 

Green Is The New Black
Environmentalist Groups 

Swap Consumerist Tradition 
For Eco-Friendly ‘Green Friday’

Photos by Daniel Lin / DN-R

Jo Anne St. Clair picks up trash around her apartment on Rock Street on Tuesday. She was dubbed the “Trash Queen of Southside 
Columbus” before she moved to Virginia when she retired.

Jossi Diaz (left) and Mackenzie Jenkins, both of Harrisonburg, pick up trash from 
Blacks Run in 2018.

By JESSICA WETZLER
Daily News-Record

Part of Elkton Area United Ser-
vices’ mission is to fi ll temporary food 
needs in its community, and the holi-
days have proven to be no exception.

When the end of November rolls 
around, the nonprofi t changes gears 
and begins to work on providing 
Thanksgiving food boxes to be dis-
tributed to hundreds of families.

It’s a lot of turkey to go around 
and a task the Massanutten Resort 
has taken on for the last several years 
through its annual Turkey Bowl.

As nearly 70 players hit the greens 

Tournament 
Donates 
Turkeys To 
Nonprofit

Associated Press

In Pennsylvania, if you’re hav-
ing friends over to socialize, you’re 
supposed to wear a mask — and so 
are your friends. That’s the rule, but 
Barb Chestnut has no intention of 
following it.

“No one is going to tell me what I 
can or not do in my own home,” said 
Chestnut, 60, of Shippensburg. “They 
do not pay my bills and they are not 

going to tell me what to do.”
As governors and mayors grap-

ple with an out-of-control pandemic, 
they are ratcheting up mask man-
dates and imposing restrictions on 
small indoor gatherings, which have 
been blamed for accelerating the 
spread of the coronavirus. But while 
such measures carry the weight of 
law, they are, in practical terms, un-
enforceable, and offi cials are bank-
ing on voluntary compliance instead.

Good luck with that.
While many are undoubtedly 

heeding public health advice — 
downsizing Thanksgiving plans, 
avoiding get-togethers, wearing 
masks when they’re around people 
who don’t live with them — it’s inev-
itable that a segment of the popula-
tion will blow off new state and local 
restrictions and socialize anyway. 

Thanksgiving Could Make Or Break US Coronavirus Response

A woman waits 
in line for a train 
at the 30th Street 
Station ahead of 
the Thanksgiving 
holiday on Friday 
in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press
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Officer Shot Four Times During Traffic Stop
In Serious Condition, But 
Stable; Police Say Suspect 
Dead After Chase Tuesday
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crowned St. Clair as the Trash 
Queen of Southside Columbus. 
As chair of Climate Action Al-
liance of the Valley (CAAV), St. 
Clair continues to expand and 
educate environmental initia-
tives in the Shenandoah Val-
ley. On Friday, Harrisonburg 
is invited to clean the streets 
alongside St. Clair for Green 
Friday, an eco-friendly twist 
on a consumerist tradition.

Rather than spending the 
Friday after Thanksgiving lin-
ing outside a big-box retailer 
tussling with customers for the 
hottest deals, CAAV and Earth 
Day Every Day of Harrisonburg 
VA (EDED) are co-hosting Har-
risonburg’s first Green Friday.

St. Clair said the practice 
of picking up trash along the 
street was ingrained in her from 
a young age, but her years col-
lecting trash in Columbus 
taught her the greater value 
in encouraging others to pick 
up trash.

“When people see that an 
area is trashy, they’re like, ‘Oh, 
well people don’t really care 
about this neighborhood or this 
community,’” she said. “When 
they see it’s not trashy, it’s like, 
‘Oh, well maybe I shouldn’t drop 
this chewing gum wrapper or 
throw away my cup from Mc-
Donalds.’ ... People started tak-
ing more care of their neighbor-
hood.”

EDED member Andy Sams 
proposed the idea for Harrison-
burg’s first Green Friday after 
producing a “One Minute for 
Earth” short film and music 
video for the organization as a 
creative and interactive way to 
get out and support the down-
town district.

Karen Lee is a committee 
member of CAAV and leader-
ship team member for EDED 
and said Green Friday was in-
spired by the cancellation of this 
year’s Blacks Run and Down-
town Clean Up Day and the 
desire to share in community 
building alongside neighbors.

“Let’s spiff up for Small 
Business Saturday. … Of course 
you want to help your neighbors 
because your neighbors own 
those places and work there,” 
Lee said. “We especially want 
to support local businesses be-
cause, from the environmental 
standpoint, you’re not expend-
ing the fossil fuel you would for 
transportation of items, and 
also you’re more sure of their 
safety [practices].”

Harrisonburg Public Works 
is donating clean-up supplies, 
signage and safety vests to vol-
unteers for the event.

Each year, the department 

hosts a Blacks Run and Down-
town Clean Up Day on Arbor 
Day and relies on Adopt-A-
Stream and Adopt-A-Street 
programs to reduce pollu-
tion. Support service manager 
Harsit Patel said the COVID-19 
pandemic was responsible for 
the cancellation of this year’s 
Clean Up Day and scaled back 
the street and stream adoption 
programs, so the department 
has relied on its street sweep-
ing program to curb pollution.

“The tonnages we collect in 
Adopt-A-Street programs and 
Blacks Run Clean Up every 
year has been fairly consistent. 
Blacks Run’s clean up averages 
two or three tons every year,” 
Patel said. “The need is there.”

St. Clair said litter on side 
streets are likely leftovers from 
thoughtless drivers, which is a 
harder challenge to eliminate 
than pedestrian trash, but 
she’s optimistic that spreading 
awareness of clean-up cam-
paigns will win over time.

“People are driving and 
throw whatever they’re getting 
rid of out the car. Eventually, 
maybe people will quit doing 
that, but until they do, this is 
a way to get people’s attention 
and encourage them not to dis-
card trash,” she said.

Whether walking to the post 
office or store, St. Clair nor-
mally finds a piece of rubbish 
or two for trash collection, but 
she has been out of commission 
for the past few months. Back 
in September, she broke her an-
kle in three places and went to 
a rehabilitation center for 22 
days to heal.

St. Clair said Green Friday 
will be the Trash Queen’s “first 
soiree back,” but she hopes the 
event continues as an annual or 
biannual event.

“It’s something people can 
do as a group while they are so-
cially distancing or with their 
family, and I think it’s a good 
experience for people,” St. Clair 
said. “It helps build a little bit 
of camaraderie, too. We’re all in 
this together.”

Lee said each group of vol-
unteers will receive a white bag 
for recycling, an orange bag for 
trash and a map outlining cer-
tain areas within walking dis-
tance around downtown in need 
of trash pick up, such as Blacks 
Run and alongside the railroad 
tracks, so people can spread out 
and altogether tackle a wider 
area.

Groups can stay out and 
clean for as long as they like, 
but Lee said volunteers can re-
turn with their gathered trash 
at 3 p.m. and find out if they’ve 
won a prize.

Prizes will be awarded by 
random number selection and 
include $10 gift cards to Bring 
Your Own, a zero-waste shop in 
Agora Downtown Market, and 
eco-friendly toothbrushes.

Ryan Woolsey, a friend of St. 
Clair, is also sewing green face 
masks for the occasion to hand 
out for free.

There is no pre-registration 
or fee to participate in Green 
Friday.

Interested parties can meet 
members of CAAV and EDED 
at a table outside Pale Fire 
Brewing Company at 217 N. 
Liberty St. from 1 to 3 p.m. on 
Friday to be entered for the 
prize giveaways, gather clean 
up supplies and embark on a 
green note to end the holiday 
week.

Contact Kathleen Shaw at 574-6274 
or kshaw@dnronline.com. Follow 

Kathleen on Twitter @shawkareport
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 This Day In History
ON NOV. 25:

Today’s Highlight, In 
2002, President George W. 
Bush signed legislation cre-
ating the Department of 
Homeland Security, and ap-
pointed Tom Ridge to be its 
head.

In 1783, the British evac-
uated New York during the 
Revolutionary War.

In 1915, a new version of 
the Ku Klux Klan, targeting 
blacks, Jews, Catholics and 
immigrants, was founded by 
William Joseph Simmons.

In 1947, movie studio 
executives meeting in New 
York agreed to blacklist the 
“Hollywood Ten” who’d 
been cited for contempt of 
Congress the day before.

In 1961, the first nucle-
ar-powered aircraft carrier, 
USS Enterprise, was commis-
sioned.

In 1963, the body of 
President John F. Kennedy 
was laid to rest at Arling-
ton National Cemetery; his 
widow, Jacqueline, lighted 
an “eternal flame” at the 
gravesite.

In 1986, the Iran-Contra 
affair erupted as President 
Ronald Reagan and Attor-
ney General Edwin Meese 
revealed that profits from 
secret arms sales to Iran had 
been diverted to Nicaraguan 
rebels.

In 1999, Elian Gonzalez, 
a 5-year-old Cuban boy, was 
rescued by a pair of sport 
fishermen off the coast of 
Florida, setting off an inter-
national custody battle.

In 2001, as the war in Af-
ghanistan entered its eighth 
week, CIA officer Johnny 
“Mike” Spann was killed 
during a prison uprising in 
Mazar-e-Sharif, becoming 
America’s first combat casu-
alty of the conflict.

NewsInBrief
Association Awards Budget 
Commendation To Augusta County

The Government Finance Officers Associ-
ation awarded Augusta County with the Dis-
tinguished Budget Presentation Award for 
the 2020-21 fiscal year budget presentation, 
according to a press release from the county.

“This award is the highest form of recog-
nition in governmental budgeting,” said Mi-
chele Mark Levine of the GFOA. “It reflects 
the commitment of the governing body and 
staff to meeting the highest principles of gov-
ernmental budgeting.”

The GFOA is a 114-year old professional 

organization with around 19,000 members 
who are American and Canadian finance of-
ficers from state, provincial and local govern-
ment bodies.

“We work hard, not only to develop a budget 
that gives stability and strength to the County, 
but also to present financial information in a 
way that all our citizens can understand and 
in a way that promotes transparency between 
local government and its citizens,” said Misty 
Cook, director of finance for Augusta County. 
“This award confirms that our efforts continue 
to hit the mark.”

— Staff Reports

LotteryNumbers
Due to an early  

press time, Tuesday lottery  
numbers were not available.

Monday
Virginia Night Drawing:

Pick 3: 7-1-6
Pick 4: 6-3-2-2

Cash 5: 3-19-28-33-40
Mega Millions: 26-33-45-61-68

Mega Ball: 17

Unofficial results from Virginia 
Lottery and wvlottery.com. In 

Harrisonburg, Virginia results 
can be verified by calling          

540-433-7979.

Due to an early  
press time, Tuesday market  
numbers were not available.

Tuesday

Daniel Lin / DN-R

Jo Anne St. Clair poses for a photo outside her apartment on Rock 
Street on Tuesday. “When people see that an area is trashy, they’re 
like, ‘Oh, well people don’t really care about this neighborhood or 
this community,’” she says. “When they see it’s not trashy, it’s like, 
‘Oh, well maybe I shouldn’t drop this chewing gum wrapper or 
throw away my cup from McDonald’s.’ ... People started taking more 
care of their neighborhood.”

The Staunton District includes 11 coun-
ties, including Rockingham, Augusta, Page 
and Shenandoah.

VDOT has 56,000 tons of salt, 129,000 
gallons of liquid calcium chloride and 8,200 
tons of abrasives on hand in the Staunton 
District, according to a VDOT press release.

“We’re always preparing for the worst 
and hoping for the best,” Slack said.

Liquid calcium chloride, combined with 
salt, is used to melt ice and can do it about 
eight times as effective compared to salt 
alone in below freezing temperatures, ac-
cording to Peters Chemical Company, an ice 
melting supply company.

Slack said acquiring these materials is a 
yearlong affair.

“We make sure we’re full going into the 
winter time and it’s not something we do just 
in October and November,” Slack said. “We 
are ordering supplies all year long to make 
sure we have our salt domes and storage 
barns full because you never know what 
December is going to bring or March is go-
ing to bring.”

VDOT has 199 pieces of vehicles and 
equipment, the bulk of which are dump 
trucks, motor graders, front-end loaders and 
snowblowers, according to Slack.

“The real workforce of the fleet is the 
dump truck” equipped with plows and salt, 
he said.

More pieces of VDOT equipment, 226, are 
dedicated solely to keeping I-81 clear and 
safe, according to the release.

Another contingent of service vehicles is 
contractors, who bring with them 562 pieces 
of equipment.

When the snow and sleet hits, VDOT pri-
oritizes clearing infrastructure with high 
traffic such as interstates, like Interstate 
81, and primary and secondary roads with 
emergency and public facilities and routes 
with high-traffic congestion.

Over two-thirds of snow-related deaths 
occur in vehicles, according to VDOT data.

And Slack said the winter weather oper-
ation preparation is key to ensuring safety 
of travelers when the situation on Virginia 
roadways can change quickly.

“Notoriously, in this part of the country, 
[the difference of] a couple of degrees means 
does it rain or is it a couple feet of snow?” 
Slack said.

Contact Ian Munro at 574-6278 or imunro@
dnronline.com. Follow Ian on Twitter @iamIanMunro

VDOT FROM PAGE A1

two weeks ago, the tournament proved to be 
one to remember as the existing donation 
record was a thing of the past.

“We had 67 participants in the event on 
this beautiful day for golf,” said Brett Mow-
bray, gold operations manager at the resort. 
“I’m happy to announce that we broke our 
donation record of 53 with over 100 turkeys 
given to EAUS.”

Mowbray said the Turkey Bowl golf tour-
nament started eight years ago. To bring a 
festive flare, players who participate in the 
tournament have to donate a turkey as part 
of their entry fee.

“All turkeys collected are donated to 
EAUS each year,” he said.

Mowbray said he got the idea for the 
Turkey Bowl after participating in a sim-
ilar event, where turkeys were distributed 
among a group of food banks and charitable 
organizations that helped provide meals to 
those in need.

When bringing the idea to Massanutten 
Resort, Mowbray said he wanted to keep 
the donation aspect “close to home,” leading 
EAUS to be a perfect fit.

Building off the idea, Mowbray decided to 
start a spring tournament called the Massa-
nutten Resort Spring Classic, where ham is 
donated instead of turkey.

As the 2020 tournament got closer, Mow-
bray said he wanted to make sure the Tur-
key Bowl was a success.

“With the COVID-19 pandemic going on 
this year I wanted to make this year extra 
special,” he said. “I knew that there were 
probably more families in need this year 
than ever before.”

With turkey donations hitting a new re-
cord, Mowbray said they also received help 
from the resort’s Virginia BBQ and Pizza 
Co. restaurant.

Staff combined their tips and donated 
their proceeds to purchase turkeys for the 
EAUS donation, allowing an additional 18 
turkeys to be given to the nonprofit.

“Stories like this are happening all the 
time, by both players and individuals not 
playing in the golf tournament but just 
wanting to help out,” Mowbray said. “I’m 
thankful to everyone for making this year 
extra special. I hope these turkeys will help 
bring some joy to everyone.”

EAUS Executive Director Jeff Miracle 
said with the help from the Turkey Bowl, 
and donations from local families and 
MillerCoors in Elkton, nearly 400 families 
will be served meals for Thanksgiving.

“There’s no way we could have made it 
through without those donations,” he said.

Miracle said he was concerned the 
COVID-19 pandemic would prevent the 
nonprofit from serving as many families as 
it could, but due to help from the commu-
nity, more families are being served than 
ever before.

By the end of October, Miracle said 
the nonprofit had donated nearly 500,000 
pounds of food — the same amount EAUS 
did the entire year of 2019.

“We will reach well over 600,000 pounds 
of food this year,” he said.

Contact Jessica Wetzler at 574-6279 or 
jwetzler@dnronline.com. Follow Jessica 

on Twitter @wetzler_jessica

Turkeys FROM PAGE A1

Green FROM PAGE A1

Experts say that could put greater stress on over-
burdened hospitals and lead to an even bigger 
spike in sickness and death over the holidays.

“When this started in early March, we weren’t 
staring at Thanksgiving and Christmas, and we 
didn’t have the disease reservoir that we have. 
And that, to me, is the biggest concern in the next 
few weeks,” said Dr. David Rubin, the director 
of PolicyLab at Children’s Hospital of Philadel-
phia. He called the risk of a Thanksgiving spike 
“extremely high.”

“I think you’re seeing a lot of resistance here,” 
Rubin said. “I can’t speculate on what people 
are going to do, but I can say that to the degree 
that there isn’t a collective buy-in here, it sort of 
blunts the impact of the measures themselves.”

The nation is averaging 172,000 new virus 
cases per day, nearly doubling since the end of 
October, according to Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity. Hospitalizations, deaths and the testing 
positivity rate are also up sharply as the nation 
approaches Thanksgiving.

In response, elected officials are imposing re-
strictions that, with some exceptions, fall short of 
the broad-based stay-at-home orders and busi-
ness shutdowns seen in the spring.

Utah and Vermont have banned all social 
gatherings. So have local governments in Phil-
adelphia and Dane County, Wisconsin. In Ken-
tucky, no more than eight people from two house-
holds are permitted to get together; in Oregon, 
the gathering limit is six. California has imposed 
an overnight curfew. More states are requiring 
masks, including those with GOP governors who 

have long resisted them. The nation’s top health 
officials are pleading with Americans to avoid 
Thanksgiving travel.

There’s some evidence the holiday will be 
quieter.

Tamika Hickson, who co-owns a party rental 
business in Philadelphia, said Thanksgiving was 
a bust even before her city moved to prohibit in-
door gatherings of any size.

“Nobody’s calling,” Hickson said. “A lot of peo-
ple lost a lot of loved ones, so they’re not playing 
with this. And I don’t blame them.”

AAA projects Thanksgiving travel will fall by 
at least 10%, which would be the steepest one-
year plunge since the Great Recession in 2008. 
But that still means tens of millions of people 
on the road. On social media, people defiantly 
talk about their Thanksgiving plans, arguing 
that nothing will stop them from seeing friends 
and family.

More than 1 million people thronged U.S. air-
ports on Sunday, according to the Transportation 
Security Administration — the highest number 
since the beginning of the pandemic.

Dr. Debra Bogen, the health director for Al-
legheny County, Pennsylvania, which includes 
Pittsburgh, said that too many have been ignor-
ing public health guidance and that the result 
has been unchecked spread of the virus.

“For the past few weeks, I’ve asked people to 
follow the rules, curtail gatherings and parties, 
stay home except for essentials, and wear masks. 
I’m done asking,” Bogen said at a news confer-
ence, her frustration palpable. She announced a 
stay-at-home advisory that she said would turn 
into an order if people didn’t comply.

Thanksgiving FROM PAGE A1


