‘EXTRAORDINARY ACTION’
Climate Alliance To Host Events April 22 In Celebration Of Earth Day
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On March 1, 2014, Lee Stewart of Loudoun
County set out on the Great March for Climate
Action from Los Angeles to Washington, D.C.,
with dozens of others. The 8month trek was one
of the largest coasttocoast marches in history.
Marchers walked an average of 15 miles a day
through the deserts of New Mexico, over the
Rocky Mountains, across the plains states and
through the Appalachians, regularly stopping in
cities and towns to hold rallies and potlucks with
leaders to generate discussion on how to halt
climate change.

The Great March for Climate Action launched in
Los Angeles and crossed the United States,
ending in Washington, D.C. (Courtesy Photo)

Following the march, Stewart went to work as an
organizer with Beyond Extreme Energy, a
coalition taking action to retire fossil fuels.
Those involved in the coalition each have a
unique story of why they’re devoting their lives to
climate change activism. For Stewart, the birth of
his nephew catalyzed an urgent sense of
responsibility to act.
On April 22, Stewart will speak about his journeys
past and present, and what he’s learned, during
the “Celebrate And Renew” at Massanutten
Regional Library, sponsored by the Climate Action
Alliance of the Valley, from 5:307 p.m. A
fundraiser benefiting Beyond Extreme Energy will
follow at Ruby’s Lounge.
Cathy Strickler, CAAV founder, says the event will
be both a celebration of the Earth and an
opportunity to focus on how to halt climate
change.

Lee Stewart, 27, of Loudoun County will discuss
climate change from 5:307 p.m. April 22 at
Massanutten Regional Library. (Courtesy Photo)

“It’s important to take time to stop and celebrate the beauty of the Earth that we have, and
we’re going to do that with live music, readings, flowers and pictures of our members who are
grandparents with their grandchildren,” she says. “And, in addition to that celebration, we’re
going to take a laser look at what we need to defend that beauty and that security for our
grandchildren.”
Stewart says one phrase used a lot during the march was “extraordinary action.”
“Green consumerism and individual change doesn’t address the climate crisis because that
exists on a systemic scale,” he says.
“It’s caused by this massive consumer throwaway culture that we have. We need to disrupt
business as usual and refuse to vote for candidates who don’t support a transition off of fossil
fuels completely.”
One thing that surprised Stewart during the march was how few “climate deniers” he came
across.
“When you watch mainstream news you think it’s half and half, but that’s not what we found on
the march,” he says.
“The instances of people denying the crisis were few and far between, and farmers were really
outspoken about how they’ve noticed changes. It’s great to know the divide we see on TV
maybe does not reflect the real America.”
Stewart adds that a neutral stance on climate change may be worse than outright denial.
“Everyone can’t do a march across the country and participate in civil disobedience, but you
can look at your life and think what in your circumstances can you do to contribute,” he says.
Another thing he learned is that community can be an antidote to the climate crisis.
“People are used to living in isolated ways,” he says. “They go from their house to car to work,
and don’t live in a community, and if we’re going to face this oncoming crisis of drought and
food shortages, we need to know how to live with one another and work together.”
In addition to what he learned during the march, Stewart will discuss the work in which he’s
currently involved, which includes a mass mobilization from May 2129 called Stop the
FERCus, a week and a half of direct action against the Federal Energy Regulation
Commission, the agency tasked with approving interstate pipelines.
“This agency doesn’t consider the input of communities or the impact of climate change,” he
explains. “It’s our goal is to shine a huge spotlight on the agency though media attention and
nonviolent opposition with the hope that FERC will start operating in the interest of people.”
Stewart and Strickler agree that one upside to the climate crisis is that there are infinite ways to
help.

“There’s a niche for everybody,” Strickler says. “If you want to work on solar energy, that’s
great. If you want to work on wind energy, carbon tax, weatherization and energy efficiency,
there are so many ways to be involved.”
For more information about the Earth Day celebration, visit climateactionallianceofthevalley.org.
Contact Hannah Pitstick at 5746274 or hpitstick@dnronline.com

