CLIMATE CHAOS
Art Exhibit Opens At Ruby’s
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By CANDACE SIPOS
It’s nothing new for Ruby’s Lounge to boast walls
packed with colorful artwork, but this month’s
display is a little different.
From the painting, titled “Warm Enough,” that shows
Earth melting like a piece of ice on an orange
background to the mixed media creation made of
found and recycled materials, called “Green City,”
every piece in the art show in the basement lounge
is in some way related to what the show calls
“climate chaos.”
“When the artist reads about floods, drought, huge
wildfires, record-breaking heat or ocean
acidification, and sees the devastation wrought on
the natural world, as well as on human life, as it
comes over television and the Internet, how does it
impact her?” reads the explanatory panel
welcoming visitors to the art show. “Does he try to
envision a better future; does she mourn what’s
lost? And how does he respond through his art?”
Those are the questions that local advocacy group
Climate Action Alliance of the Valley asked artists
to answer in the “Art <—-> Climate Chaos: the
artist’s response” show, the organization’s second
art show that opened Nov. 1 and will be on display
throughout the month.
The show boasts 21 works by 19 artists — most
from the area, but others from around the world.
According to Joni Grady, a Harrisonburg resident in
charge of CAAV’s events and education committee
and show organizer, said it’s just another attempt to
communicate with the public through a medium
that’s essential to the climate change cause.
She referenced a 2005 article by environmentalist
Bill McKibben, in which he stated that “the fight
against climate change is not going to get off the
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ground until the arts get involved,” Grady said.
“It’s not until the events get translated by the art that
we’re really going to see people understanding
what’s going on,” she added.
Events certainly have been interpreted by various
art forms in the downstairs bar. Grady herself
created a bright tapestry that hangs brilliantly in the
middle of a wall. Beside it, the artist’s statement
announces that forecast maps, such as the one she
modeled her piece after — full of their characteristic
scribbles and blobs — “are beautiful but the stories
they illustrate are terrible and disturbing.”
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Across the room hangs a piece by Grady’s
husband, Les Grady, the chair of CAAV. Patterned after a NASA image of a sunset over Earth
captured by an International Space Station image, the fused glass work serves to “remind us just
how thin our atmosphere is,” the artist’s statement reads. “We truly live in a tiny bubble that protects
us from space.”
In another corner, a piece by Waynesboro watercolor artist Don Whitson, called “The Sky is
Falling,” shows a young boy in a bright yellow raincoat and black rainboots clasping his hands and
looking upward.
“Are our children going to be able to go out and enjoy spring rain and play and just stand in awe of
the beauty of what we’ve got?” wondered Whitson aloud at the art show opening last week.
Anne Nielson, a 78-year-old retired biology professor who has taught at James Madison
University, Bridgewater College and Blue Ridge Community College, has a watercolor in the show,
accompanied by a stated explanation that global warming’s effects were a part of her curriculums
for decades.
“All of the military, especially the Navy, are preparing big time for the troubles that may come out of
climate change, including the threat of major wars, invasions by people from other countries that
are more heavily impacted by it and who need to escape,” she said. “Once I had grandchildren, all
of a sudden it started hitting home.”
It was around that time that Nielson helped to found CAAV with other local concerned citizens.
“Carbon dioxide stays in the atmosphere for hundreds of years,” she said. “What we’re putting up
there today, the effects of that are not going to be evident for hundreds of years, but it certainly
means that we better get on it.”
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